188. LETTER TO HIGH COMMISSIONER'S SECRETART
JOHANNESBURG,
January 3, 1906
TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY
TO His EXCELLENCY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR SOUTH AFRICA
JOHANNESBURG
SIR,
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 20th
ultimo with reference to certain Draft Ordinances published in a recent
issue of the Government Gazette for the Orange River Colony.
I venture to invite His Excellency's attention to the fact that it is not
stated in my letter of the 22nd ultimo that the Ordinances referred to
do not apply to British Indians. The contention of my Association is
that the Ordinances in question do apply to British Indians in 'theory
but they do not in practice, and it is for that very reason, that the defi-
nitions [are] taken from the old law, that my Association submits it is an
unnecessary insult to the Indian community to retain the definitions. A
continuous inclusion of British Indians in the term "coloured persons'5,
as it is understood in the Orange River Colony and other parts of South
Africa, has resulted in very serious injustice being done to them. My
Association, therefore, humbly ventures to think that in all new legis-
lation at any rate the definition should be amended so as to avoid the
offence which the community, represented by my Association, feels so
keenly. Moreover, I would venture to invite His Excellency's attention
to the fact that there is already on the Statute-book of the Orange River
Colony special legislation affecting Asiatics and, therefore, British Indians.
J have the honour to remain^
Sir,
Tour obedient servant,
ABDUL GANI
CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
Indian Opinion, 20-1-1906